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The  city  hall  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity  Sunday  eve.,  the  occasion  beinsc 
the  annual  exercises  of  the  Lawrence  city 
mission,  and  it  can  safely  be  said  that 
since  the  organization  of  this  worthy  char¬ 
ity  no  more  enthusiastic  anniversary  meet¬ 
ing  has  been  held.  On  the  rostrum  were 
the  officers  of  the  mission,  many  clergy¬ 
men,  mayor  Simpson  and  other  prominent 
gentlemen.  The  exercises  commenced 
with  the  singing  of  an  anthem  by  the  Uni" 
versalist  choir.  G.  E.  Hood,  esq.,  presi 
dent  of  the  mission,  then  made  an  address' 
He  explained  the  objects  of  the  mission, 
the  method  ot  contributing  to  the  same  in 
years  past  and  that  adopted  this  year.  He 
said  that  for  the  expenses  for  this  year 
$1200  had  thus  far  been  collected  in  the 
several  wards.  The  work  of  collecting  is 
not  yet  completed.  He  called  upon  all  to 
contribute  when  approached  and  aid  in 
supporting  the  sick  and  needy  ot  the  city. 

A  fervent  prayer  was  then  offered  by 
Rev.  A.  E.  Drew  of  the  Gardeo  street  M. 
E.  church,  after  which  James  H.  Eaton, 
esq.,  treasurer  of  the  mission,  read  the 
report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  : 

The  city  missionary,  Rev.  C.  U.  Dun¬ 
ning,  then  read  his  annual  report,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

CITY  MISSIONARY’S  REPORT. 

Friends  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission 

Again  we  touch 

“This  narrow  isthmus,”  twixt  two  boundless  seas, 
The  past,  the  future— two  eternities.” 

— [Moore. 

As  year  by  year  we  present  to  you  our 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Lawrence 
City  Mission,  we  find  that  in  general 
there  is  little  that  is  new  or  startling. 
Our  bounds  are  set  that  we  cannot  pass. 
Our  duties  are  specific  and  can  only  be 


increased  in  a  straight  line.  Like  a 
reservoir,  the  Mission  receives  from  one 
direction  and  distributes  in  another.  It 
reaches  out  one  hand  to  the  fortunate  to 
receive  and  the  other  to  the  unfortunate 
to  give. 

Poverty  in  itself  is  an  evil  upon  the 
social  system,  a  deformity  and  not  an 
ornament,  an  incumbrance  rather  than 
an  advantage,  and  society  is  ever  exert¬ 
ing  itself  to  modify  it,  to  limit  it,  to 
throw  it  off.  Yet  “the  poor  ye  have  al¬ 
ways  with  you,”  said  the  master.  He 
instituted  mission  work,  and  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  its  principal  articles  of  constitu¬ 
tion.  Such  as  “Thou  shaft  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself.”  “Deal  thy  bread 
to  the  hungry.”  “Bring  the  poor  that 
are  cast  out  to  thy  house.”  “Whoso 
stoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor, 
he  also  shall  cry  himself  and  shall  not  be 
heard.”  Yes,  this  is  God's  work — » 
wise  in  its  arrangments — benevolent  in 
its  purposes,  and  blessed  in  its  results. 
From  this  work  none  can  be  excused 
without  damage  to  himself  and  sin 
against  his  poor  brother. 

The  best  way  of  meeting  charitable 
obligations  has  long  been  a  question  of 
much  interest. 

OUR  PLAN  OF  WORK. 

Twenty  years  ago  citizens  of  this  then 
new  city,  to  whom  constant  applications 
were  made  for  aid  by  the  indigent  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  flowing  into  the  town  for 
work,  conceived  and  organized  the  City 
Mission,  through  which  in  the  main  to 
distribute  their  charities.  Its  objects 
were  stated  to  be  the  temporary  aid  of 
the  poor  and  unfortunate  in  our  city.  Its 
funds  principally  gathered  from  col¬ 
lections  taken  once  a  year  in  the 


4 


LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


churches,  and  conscientiously  distribu¬ 
ted  by  a  missionary  for  purely  mission 
purposes.  Some  of  the  manufacturing 
corporations  generously  assumed  the 
salary  of  the  missionary.  The  plan 
proved  to  be  a  wise  one.  Experience 
has  shown  that  the  money  given  to 
the  poor  through  the  agency  of 
the  Mission  has  been  of  more  value 
to  them  than  if  placed  directly  at  their 
disposal.  The  time  and  strength,  too, 
of  the  poor  man  have  been  made  more 
productive  in  means  of  support  by  the 
experience,  observation,  counsel  and  in¬ 
fluence  which  the  mission  afforded. 
Sudden  emergencies  have  been  met  as 
quickly  and  more  safely  than  in  a  private 
way. 

This  old  plan  works  well  to -day, but  it 
needs  expansion.  The  population  of 
the  city  is  double  what  it  was  twenty 
years  ago,  and  then  many  of  the  Har¬ 
ringtons,  Storrovvs  and  Partridges  have 
removed  from  our  midst.  The  Wilsons 
the  Fishers,  and  the  Packards,  all  ear¬ 
nest  supporters  of  this  plan,  are  sleeping 
under  the  willows  in  the  city  of  the  dead. 

Some  of  the  new  comers  to  our  city 
have  generously  co-operated  in  this  work, 
while  others,  we  fear,  have  not  duly  con¬ 
sidered  the  value  of  the  city  mission  as  an 
agency  through  which  a  charitable  peo¬ 
ple  may  be  largely  protected  against  im¬ 
postors,  and  yet  be  measurably  sure  that 
the  worthy  will  be  aided,  and  so  the  con¬ 
tributions  have  not  been  equal  during 
•these  hard  times  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  work  of  necessity.  The  poor  have 
sometimes  been  left  in  nearly  as  helpless 
condition  as  we  found  them,  because  we 
could  not  do  quite  enough  to  lift  them 
out  of  their  difficulty 

In  view  of  these  facts  the  City  Mission 
board  have  concluded,  with  a  hope  to 
double  the  income  of  the  Mission,  to  send 
collectors  throughout  the  city  to  gather 
‘funds  in  place  of  the  usual  thanksgiving 
'’collection  in  the  churches. 

Friends, ought  not  this  society  to  have  a 
'large  place  in  your  hearts  ?  Unsectarian 
as  it  is,  ministering  to  all  classes,  as  it 
does,  should  not  the  whole  people  cher¬ 


ish  it,  and  by  generous  donations  make 
it  more  and  more  a  power?  If  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  dollars  thrown  away  every  year 
upon  tramps  and  unworthy  persons  at 
the  door  of  citizens  were  placed  in  the 
treasury  of  the  City  Mission,  we  should 
be  able,  we  believe,  easily  to  meet  all 
the  temporary  necessities  of  the  wor¬ 
thy  poor. 

This  liberal  giving  of  our  citizens  to 
beggars  whom  they  do  not  know,  is  one 
reason  why  they  flock  so  numerously  to 
our  city.  “Wheresoever  the  carcass  is, 
there  will  be  the  eagles  gathered  togeth¬ 
er.”  We  repeat  what  we  have  so  often 
said, send  your  applicants  for  aid  at  once 
to  us,  especially  if  they  are  strangers  to 
you.  We  feel  that  it  is  no  egotism  in  us 
to  ask  you  to  help  the  poor  coming  to 
you  through  the  City  Mission  as  more 
profitable  to  you  who  would  give  and 
more  beneficial  to  those  who  would  re¬ 
ceive. 

We  assure  you  that  this  tramp  nuisance 
will  never  cease,  so  long  as  it  is  a  profit¬ 
able  pursuit.  The  following 

STATISTICAL  TABLE 

represents  only  in  part  the  work  of  your 
city  missionary.  It.  is  the  warp  without 
the  woof.  Much  of  the  work  done  at 
the  home  and  on  the  street  is  necessa¬ 
rily  unreported  in  these  figures,  so  also 


is  the  tim£  and  effort  given  by  Mrs.  Dun¬ 
ning  to  our  work. 

Number  persons  applying  for  aid,  1918 
Visits  made,  977 

Number  of  persons  aided,  families,  975 
“  single  persons,  288 

Garments  distributed,  1902 

Yards  of  cloth  given,  13  7 1 

Persons  pledged  to  temperance, 

adults,  10;  children,  229,  239 

Funerals  attended,  20 


The  question  has  been  frequently 
asked,  “What  kind  of  people  are  they 
whom  you  aid?”  Supposing  this  ques¬ 
tion  to  be  asked  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ing  facts,  we  answer  : 

1.  Those  aided  are  largely  persons  of 
foreign  birth.  This  might  be  expected  in 
a  manufacturing  city  like  ours,  where 
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the  industries  are  such  as  are  common 
in  countries  from  which  a  tremendous 
tide  of  emigration  is  flowing.  Thous¬ 
ands  come  to  this  new  world  who  are 
well-nigh  paupers  from  the  day  they 
land  and  hold  their  own  remarkably. 
Other  thousands  have  enough  to  last .  if 
work  is  soon  found,  but  if  not,  they  are 
at  once  objects  of  charity  and  often  so 
greatly  to  their  chagrin.  England,  Ire¬ 
land,  Scotland,  France,  Germany, 
Sweden,  India,  West  Indies,  Canada, 
and  New  Brunswick,  have  all  had  their 
representatives  on  the  City  Mission  rec¬ 
ords  of  persons  aided  the  past  year. 
We  often  hear  the  story  of  how  they 
heard  in  their  own  country  of  the  grand 
opportunities  of  America,  how  they  sold 
all  and  procured  a  passage  for  them¬ 
selves  and  families,  landing  here  only  to 
find  starvation  staring  them  in  the  face. 
It  is  truly  saddening  to  find  those  who 
had  comfortable  homes  in  the  land  of 
their  nativity, dwelling  among  us  in  dark, 
damp,  cellars  or  in  gloomy  attics.  What 
wonder  that  such  are  discouraged  and 
ofttimes  tempted  to  deeds  of  wrong. 
Some  fail  to  succeed  here  because  they 
do  not  know  the  ways  of  the  country 
and  are  subjects  of  gross  impositions. 
Others  fail  for  want  of  a  little  Yankee 
push.  The  poor  laws  of  the  state  do 
not  allow  support  to  such  except  at  the 
state  almshouse.  This  is  looked  upon 
with  horror  as  involving  a  loss  of  liber¬ 
ty,  honor  and  manhood.  Just  here 
scores  of  men  leave  their  families  to  go 
elsewhere  to  seek  work.  The  wife  and 
mother,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  is  di¬ 
rected  to  the  City  Mission  for  tempor¬ 
ary  relief.  We  look  into  the  case  and 
in  various  ways  make  them  comfortable 
for  a  time  or  find  them  employment. 
Those  aided  are 

REALLY  POOR  PEOPLE* 

and  by  actual  statistics  taken,  a  majority 
of  them  are  Protestants.  The  hackney¬ 
ed  story  that  many  of  the  people  aided 
have  money  in  the  bank,  is  untrue.  In 
nearly  eight  years  of  work  among  you 
we  have  onlv  found  three  such  cases. 
The  most  of  them  are  people  with  whose 
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circumstances  we  are  acquainted.  We 
have  seen  them  in  their  homes,  have 
found  out  their  income  and  their  man¬ 
ner  of  life,  and  of  their  real  need  of  aid 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  If  you  ask  why 
there  are  so  many  poor  people,  my  un¬ 
hesitating  answer  is,  chiefly  because  of 
intemperance.  One  woman  who  ap¬ 
plied  to  us  for  aid,  urged  her  cause  on 
the  ground  that  her  husband  had  spent 
so  much  for  grog.  We  examined  her 
store  book  and  found  that  he  had  taken 
up  over  $12  in  liquor  in  one  month,  and 
for  this  reason,  the  grocer,  who  had  an 
assignment  of  the  man’s  wages,  refused 
to  let  the  woman  have  enough  to  pay 
the  house  rent.  Another  worthy  woman, 
with  a  sick  and  dying  child,  received 
five  cents  worth  of  matches  out  of  her 
husband’s  wages  which  he  had  received 
from  the  city.  The  rest  was  spent  for 
whiskey  and  beer  which  laid  him  a 
mass  of  pollution  on  the  floor  behind  his 
kitchen  stove.  It  is  no  uilcommon 
thing  to  find  a  family  once  independent, 
reduced  to  sickening  poverty,  through 
rum.  One  man  once  possessed  of  com¬ 
petency  had  to  be  kept  at  the  station 
house  over  Sunday  that  he  might  appear 
sober  at  his  mother’s  funeral.  Drinking 
men  and  women  are  at  a  great  discount 
in  the  respectable  and  industrial  walks  of 
life.  Even  the  saloon  keeper  kicks  out 
the  drunken  fellow  (after  he  has  spent 
his  money  at  his  bar),  declaring  him  to 
be  a  “nuisance  to  the  place.”  It  is 
with  great  difficulty  a  drunkard  can  get 
work,  and  when  it  is  gotten,  he  seldom 
can  keep  it  long.  Thus  multitudes  are 
compelled  to  find  their  living  where 
they  can.  Half  fed  and  half  clothed, 
they  prey  upon  society  wherever  they 
can  find  a  chance,  or  seek  relief  from 
pinching  hunger  by  street  begging  or  at 
the  gates  of  public  charity.  The  more 
this  people  drink  of  the  cup  of  intoxica¬ 
tion  the  poorer  they  become  and  the 
more  must  charity  do  for  them  and  their 
suffering  families.  For  such  reasons  as 
this,  your  missionary  has  taken  strong 
and  open  ground  against  laws  which  en¬ 
courage  intemperance,  and  in  favor  of 
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whatever  would  suppress  it.  One  of  the 
laws  of  our  state  gives  to  the  owner  of 
sheep,  torn  by  dogs,  pay  therefor  from 
the  money  received  for  the  license  of 
the  dogs.  In  accordance  with  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  this  law  ought  not  our  city  gov¬ 
ernment  to  be  petitioned  for,  and  ought 
not  it  to  grant  an  appropriation  from  the 
“liquor  license  money”  for  the  support 
of  that  multitude  of  wretched  poor, 
made  so  by  the  ravages  of  this  savage 
liquor  dog,  this  dog  which  ceases  not 
day  nor  night  to  carry  on  his  work  of 
destruction?  O  that  he  were  dead  and 
buried  beyond  the  hope  of  resurrection. 
Let  intemperance  cease,  and  there  would 
be  little  of  distressing  poverty  and  suffer¬ 
ing  among  us.  There  would  be  less 
Sickness,  less  slaughtering  of  the  inno¬ 
cents,  less  fornication  and  adultery,  less 
of  breaking  up  of  homes,  those  conser¬ 
vators  of  the  virtue  and  peace  of 
society. 

But  to  return  to  the  question  as  to 
who  are  aided.  We  add  that 

THE  SICK 

« 

come  in  for  a  good  share  of  the  City 
Mission  care  and  sympathy.  Grea 
poverty  tends  to  break  down  the  health, 
and  gives  to  disease  fearful  power. 
Want  with  health  is  bad  enough,  but 
want  with  sickness  is  crushing.  Such 
need  a  friend  to  counsel,  to  relieve  and 
to  pray  with  them.  They  reach  out  their 
thin  hands  and  grasp  yours,  my  friends, 
extended  through  the  City  Mission,  and 
are  comforted.  A  mother  on  M.  street 
was  very  sick,  a  babe  of  a  few  days  old 
lay  beside  her,  another  little  one  was 
walking  about  the  room.  No  fire,  no 
nurse.  The  husband  and  father  was 
gone.  She  had  no  money,  and  her 
mental  burdens  were  aggravating  her 
disease,  when  your  missionary  stepped 
in.  A  physician  was  procured,  neces- 
ary  comforts  provided,  which  with  as¬ 
surances  of  care  till  she  was  better,  re¬ 
lieved  her  mind.  In  a  few  days  she 
was  about  the  house  and  able  to  care 
for  herself.  But  deaths  often  occur  in 
such  homes,  and  we  are  called  upon  to 


make  arrangements  for  burial,  to  attend 
the  funeral,  befriend  the  children,  send¬ 
ing  them  to  relatives,  to  the  “Little 
Wanderer’s  Home,”  or  find  them  places 
to  work  in  kindly  families.  All  this  takes 
time  and  some  money. 

But  we  cannot  here  minutely  specify 
all  the  directions  of  our  efforts.  Our 
duties  are  almost  as  varied  as  the  kalei¬ 
doscope.  All  classes  of  society  at  some 
time  during  the  year  find  this  charity  a 
convenient  means  of  doing  and  getting 
good.  We  counsel  the  ignorant  and 
warn  the  depraved.  Husbands  and 
wives  come  to  us  to  adjust  family  diffi¬ 
culties,  parents  come  in  regard  to  diso¬ 
bedient  children,  and  children  come  to 
be  protected  from  cruel  parents.  We 
deal  with  the  honest  seeker  for  work  and 
the  dishonest  tramp,  and  we  actually 
had  one  man  who  asked  us  to  dissolve 
the  marriage  covenant.  We  have  often- 
been  asked  to  do  those  things  which  be¬ 
long  alone  to  city  officials  and  when  so- 
told  receive  the  reply,  “I  supposed  you 
was  boss  over  them.” 

THE  GRATITUDE 

of  those  we  help  is  sometimes  touching.. 
Occasionally  the  purposes  of  the  mission 
are  mis- apprehended,  but  generally  a 
a  good  spirit  is  manifested.  The  “God 
bless  you”  of  the  poor  is  common.  More 
than  once  has  the  recipient  of  mission, 
favors  fallen  upon  the  knees  and  offered 
prayer  to  God  for  us.  Now  and  then 
some  little  token  of  gratitude  is  brought 
us,  an  orange,  an  apple,  a  flower,  or 
something  of  the  kind.  But  more  often 
a  silent  tear  expresses  the  hearts  emo¬ 
tions.  A  few  weeks  ago  an  aged  Irish 
woman,  whom  we  had  aided  in  her  ex¬ 
tremity,  came  one  evening  to  my  house 
with  a  basket  under  her  cloak ;  as  she 
handed  it  to  me  a  young  chanticleer 
raised  his  proud  head.  It  was  accepted 
in  the  name  of  the  city  mission  board. 

One  thing  is  noticeable  in  our  work — 
those  who  are  the  most  often  assisted  are 
apt  to  be  the  least  thankful,  which  leads 
to  the  fear  that  the  moral  effect  of  very 
ffequent  assistance  is  not  beneficial.  We 
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have  heard  ladies  and  gentlemen  speak 
with  much  indignation  of  the  unthank¬ 
fulness  of  parties  for  whom  they  had 
dofle  much.  This  only  shows  that  true 
charity  is  not  in  loading  down  the  poor 
with  good  things,  not  in  merely  support¬ 
ing  them  but  in  so  giving  as  to  keep 
them  busy  for  themselves,  and  yet  pre¬ 
vent  actual  suffering. 

This  requires  much  care  and  patience 
and  time,  but  it  pays  well.  But  let  us 
not  stumble  at  any  ingratitude  we  may 
see  in  the  recipients  of  our  charities,  but 
like  the  great  master,  be  “kind  to  the 
unthankful.” 

The  poor  need  more  than  food  and 
raiment,  they  sorely  need  the  frequent 
presence  and  counsel  of  the  cultured 
and  devout  in  their  homes.  They  are 
left  too  much  to  themselves,  in  their 
struggle  with  adversity.  The  sinful  and 
filthy  can  only  be  inspired  to  a  purer 
life  by  contact  with  such  spirits  as  Flor¬ 
ence  Nightingale,  Louise  Lee  Schuyler, 
and  Octavia  Hill. 

This  thought  is  illustrated  by  an  inci¬ 
dent  related  by  Bishop  Simpson  in  one 
of  his  “Yale  Lectures.”  He  says  : — - 

“Shortly  after  schools  for  the  imbecile 
were  commenced  in  Europe,  a  young 
man,  moved  with  benevolence,  crossed 
the  ocean  to  examine  their  mode  of 
operation  and  success.  Assured  of  their 
utillity,  he  returned  and  commenced  a 
similar  institution.  He  advertised  for 
the  most  idiotic  and  helpless  children 
that  could  be  found.  Among  those 
brought  to  him  was  a  little  boy  five 
years  of  age.  He  had  never  spoken  or 
walked,  had  never  chewed  any  hard 
substance,  or  given  a  look  of  recogni¬ 
tion  to  a  friend.  He  lay  on  the  floor  a 
mass  of  flesh  without  even  ability  to 
turn  himself  over.  Such  was  the  stu¬ 
dent  brought  to  this  school.  The  teach¬ 
er  fruitlessly  made  effort  after  effort  to 
get  the  slightest  recognition  from  his 
eye  or  to  produce  the  slightest  inten¬ 
tional  act.  Unwilling,  however,  to  yield, 
at  the  hour  of  noon  he  had  the  little 
boy  brought  to  his  room  and  he  lay 
down  beside  him  every  day  for  half  an 
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hour,  hoping  that  some  favorable  indi¬ 
cation  might  occur.  To  improve  the 
time  of  his  rest  he  read  aloud  from,  some 
author.  One  day,  at  the  end  of  six 
months,  he  was  unusually  weary  and  did 
not  read.  He  soon  discovered  that  the 
child  was  uneasy  and  was  trying  to  move 
itself  a  little  as  if  to  turn  toward  him. 
The  thought  flashed  upon  his  mind  : 
‘It  misses  the  sound  of  my  voice.’  He 
turned  himself  closely  to  it,  brought  his 
mouth  near  the  child’s  hand,  and  after 
repeated  efforts  the  little  fellow  succeed¬ 
ed  in  placing  his  finger  on  the  teacher’s 
lips,  as^  if  to  say,  ‘Make  that  sound 
again.’  The  teacher  said  that  moment 
he  felt  he  had  control  of  that  boy.  He 
gained  his  attention,  and  by  careful 
manipulation  of  his  muscles  succeeded 
in  teaching  him  to  walk  and  then  to 
read,  and  when  I  saw  him  at  the  end  of 
five  years  he  stood  on  a  platform,  read 
correctly,  recited  the  names  of  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  the  United  States,  and  ans¬ 
wered  accurately  a  number  of  questions 
on  our  national  history.  I  looked  with 
astonishment  and  said  to  myself.  ‘Was 
there  ever  such  patience  and  devotion  ? 
And  how  strong  should  be  the  love  of 
that  little  boy  for  his  teacher.’  I  said 
‘Was  there  ever  an  instance  of  one  stoop¬ 
ing  so  low  and  waiting  so  long?’  Then 
I  said,  Yes,  there  was  one  instance — the 
Son  of  God  came  down  from  heaven, 
laid  Himself  down  beside  me.  His  great 
heart  by  my  heart  watched  me  with 
perpetual  care,  infused  into  me  of  His 
own  life,  and  waited  for  nearly  twenty 
years  before  I  reached  my  finger  to  His 
lips,  and  said  :  ‘Speak,  Lord,  for  Thy 
servant  heareth.’  What  condescension, 
what  love  to  fallen  man  !  Christ  stoop¬ 
ed  so  low — it  authorizes  us  to  stoop, 
and  wait  on,  and  wait  ever.”  The  sound 
of  the  voice — the  touch  of  the  hand 
gained  this  boy’s  attention,  and  placed 
him  under  the  loving  instruction  of  his 
friend.  Would  not  such  contact  with 
the  poor  on  the  part  of  those  in  the  bet¬ 
ter  walks  of  life  produce  like  results.  The 
visits  of  the  Flower  Mission  ladies  are 
something  in  this  direction,  so  also  is 
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the  bringing  of  indigent  children  to 
Sunday  schools,  Bands  of  Hope  and 
sewing  schools,  and  their  parents  to 
church. 

Our  observations  lead  us  to  approve 
of  the  wholesome  laws  of 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION 

of  children  now  being  faithfully  executed 
in  our  city,  though  now  and  then  bear¬ 
ing  hard  upon  the  poverty  stricken. 
Horace  Mann  said  that  “nudity  and  rags 
are  only  human  idleness  or  ignorance 
out  on  exhibition.” 

If  this  be  so,  then  our  duty  to  the 
poor,  as  American  citizens  is  plain.  The 
last  census  shows  us  25,000  children  in 
Massachusetts  alone  growing  up  in  igno¬ 
rance,  and  in  all  the  states  together 
5,658,144  who  are  incapable  of  either 
reading  or  writing. 

Our  children  are  kept  from  idleness 
from  the  work  open  to  them  in  our 
mills,  yet  ignorance  will  still  cling  to 
them  like  a  grim  monster,  and  filth  and 
vice,  if  not  rags,  without  the  law  to 
which  we  have  referred. 

We  have  noted  the  improvement  in 
the  appearance  of  those  children  of  the 
poor  who  have  for  any  length  of  time 
been  in  our  public  schools. 

Rents  are  mended,  a  bit  of  faded 
ribbon  tied  to  the  hair,  a  paper  collar 
bought  for  the  boy,  a  cheap  lace  for  the 
neck  of  the  girl,  the  City  Mission 
secredy  appealed  to  for  a  new  dress, 
that  “Mary”  might  look  like  the  other 
girls.  The  refining  influence  of  the 
.  teacher  upon  “Mary,”  is  carried  by  her 
into  her  house.  Father  and  mother  are 
spurred  to  a  better  style.  The  home 
life  brightens.  A  new  patch  is  bought 
for  the  lounge,  the  floor  neatly  washed 
and  the  meals  are  served  with  more  care. 

.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  real  mis¬ 
sionaries  with  their  wash-bowl, soap  and 
towel,  and  store  of  second-hand  cloth¬ 
ing. 

This,  then,  is  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter :  employment  and  culture 
on  the  part  of  the  state  are  the  two  main 
factors  in  solving  the  long  mooted  pau¬ 


per  question,  while  kindly  and  sympa¬ 
thetic  contact  (the  expression  of  be¬ 
nevolence,  ardent  and  sincere)  are  the 
attributes  needful  and  irresistible  to 
console  and  encourage  the  unfortunate 
and  distressed.  A  promising  part  of 
our  mission  work  is  in  sustaining 

THE  BAND  OF  HOPE  AND  SEWING  SCHOOL. 

In  this  we  have  been  assisted  by  Miss 
Addie  Hodgman,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Dunning, 
Miss  Mary  E  Ordway,  Mrs.  B.  McAl¬ 
lister  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bowker. 

The  statistics  of  the  Band  of  Hope 


are  : — 

Meetings  held,  '  53 

Largest  number  present,  275 

Smallest  “  “  25 

Average  attendance,  90 

Number  of  children  pledged,  229 

The  statistics  of  the  sewing  school 
are  : — 

Meetings  held,  30 

Largest  number  present,  35 

Smallest  “  “  13 

Average  attendance,  23 

Number  of  garments  finished,  61 


We  invite  parents  and  friends  to  visit 
u  at  these  meetings  of  the  children, 
which  occur  on  Saturday  afternoons. 

To  correct  any  misapprehension,  we 
would  here  state  that  the  city  mission 
treasury  is  never  drawn  upon  for  the 
support  of  these  organizations.  If  funds 
are  needed  we  go  directly  to  the  friends 
of  the  organization  for  contributions, 
and  the  annual  entertainment  of  the 
Band  of  Hope  supplies  any  lack.  The 
Band  of  Hope  building,  too,  though  held 
by  the  City  Mission  trustees  with  your 
missionary  as  agent,  is  no  expense  to  the 
Mission. 

Three  years  ago  we  suggested,  and 
with  the  aid  of  five  or  six  gentlemen, 
made  arrangements  for 

A  POOR  CHILDREN’S  FREE  EXCURSION, 

not  as  a  reward  for  being  poor  or  sin¬ 
ful,  but  as  a  promoter  of  health  and  good 
morals.  The  results  were  so  satisfactory 
that  the  third  of  these  excursions  was 
given  in  August  last,  at  Smith’s  grove 
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near  Hagget’s  Pond.  Twelve  hundred 
of  the  poor  children,  selected  by  the 
police  officers,  revelled  for  a  day  in  de¬ 
light,  eating,  drinking,  and  being  merry. 
The  receipts  for  the  excursion  this  year 
were,  $371.44  ;  expenditures,  $339.09; 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $32.- 
35,  which,  with  the  amount  shut  up  in 
the  savings  bank,  makes  $264.28  on 
hand  for  another  year.  The  desire  has 
been  expressed  that  two  of  these  excur¬ 
sions  be  given  next  season,  so  that  all 
the  poor  children  can  have  a  ticket  at 
one  or  the  other  of  them.. 

We  still  hold  active  relations  to  the 

ladies’  union  charitable  society. 

This  society  is  doing  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  work.  A  work  which  must  be  done 
in  some  way,  if  it  were  not  in  this,  a 
work  we  should  greatly  miss  were  it  for 
lack  of  means  abandoned,  as  would 
scores  of  poor  mothers  and  their  child¬ 
ren,  who  have  reaped  its  benefits. 

OUR  SABBATH  DAYS 

are  among  our  busiest.  With  most 
ministers  this  is  true,  but  to  the  mission¬ 
ary  minister  and  prison  chaplain  it  can 
be  hardly  be  called  a  day  of  rest.  The 
forenoon  is  given  mainly  to  religious 
services  at  the  House  of  Correction, 
where  with  six  faithful  Sunday-School 
teachers,  we  labor  for  the  spiritual 
wellfare  of  the  200  souls  there  confined. 
Sometimes  we  supply  vacant  pulpits  in 
the  churches.  The  rest  of  the  day  is 
employed  in  attending  funerals,  visiting 
the  sick, speaking  occasionally  to  the  boys 
at  thelndustrial  School,  which  together 
with  considerable  temperance  work, 
leaves  the  body  wearied  sometimes  to 
nearly  exhaustion.  Thanks  to  the  giver 
of  all  good  that  night  follows  day,  that 
repair  may  follow  waste. 

OUR  CLOSING  WORDS 

are  to  the  many  who  have,  by  contribu¬ 
tions  of  cast-off  clothing  and  new  cloth, 
enabled  us  to  so  comfortably  clothe  poor 
people  who  must  have  otherwise  gone 
without.  It  would  require  hundreds  of 


dollars  to  buy  the  garments  and  cloth 
sent  to  us  the  past  year.  For  these, 
your  gifts,  kind  friends,  you  have  as  your 
reward  here  the  thanks  which  were  left 
with  us  by  those  who  received  them  at 
our  hands.  Another  winter  has  set  in — 
hundreds  need  clothing — will  you  not 
look  through  your  wardrobes  and  see  if 
something  cannot  again  be  spared  to 
the  mission,  for  those  who  are  already 
shivering  with  the  cold.  Children’s 
clothing  is  specially  needed.  We  will 
send  for  bundles  whenever  desired. 

Thanks  are  due  also  to  several  ladies’ 
circles,  and  individuals  who  have  made 
up  needed  garments  for  those  who  could 
not  make  for  themselves,  and  to  Mr. 
John  Clayton  who  has  so  faithfully  and 
gratuitously  aided  us  in  various  ways  at 
the  Mission  Rooms  during  the  year, 
being  seldom  absent  from  his  post. 

“We  live  in  deeds, not  years— in  thoughts  not  breaths, 
In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial; 

We  should  count  time  by  heart  throbs.  He  most  lives 
Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best.’7 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  U.  Dunning,  Missionary. 

The  hymn,  “How  blest  is  he  who  fears 
the  Lord,”  was  sung  by  the  choir  and  con¬ 
gregation,  after  which  Major  George  S. 
Merrill  was  introduced  and  delivered  a 
very  interesting  and  pertinent  address.  He 
said  that  it  has  been  said  that  the  most 
unaswerable  argument  in  politics  is  the 
ballot,  and  the  best  strategy  in  vfar  the 
bullet-  The  best  argument  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  city  mission  is  the  mission 
itself.  For  one  he  was  glad  that  the  mis¬ 
sion  was  not  a  municipal  institution,  that 
it  had  no  funded  endowment  and  draws  no 
money  from  the  city  treasurer  but  depend¬ 
ed  for  its  maintenance  on  the  generosity 
of  the  people  whose  almoner  it  is.  And 
now,  in  this  year  of  abundant  harvest,  in 
this  season  of  Thanksgiving,  contribu¬ 
tions  should  be  doubled  so  that  the  mis¬ 
sion  may  have  sufficient  at  its  disposal  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  distress  of  the  needy.  There  was 
something  inspiring  in  the  presence  of  so 
large  an  audience.  He  was  glad  to  re" 
member  that  the  number  of  the  audiences 
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in  years  past  at  the  anniversary  exercises 
have  been  measured  only  by  the  capacity 
of  the  hall,  but  multitudes  are  not  money 
and  sympathy  is  not  substance.  He  heard 
of  a  good  deacon  of  a  neighboring  city 
who,  when  applied  to  for  aid  in  a  worthy 
cause,  remarked,’*  WVU.I  don’t  think  1  can 
give  you  money  but  I  will  give  you  my 
prayers.”  Prayers  and  sympathy  were 
good  enough  but  would  not  of  themselves 
relieve  corporal  distress.  The  city  mis¬ 
sion  is  the  people’s  work.  If  the  people 
would  use  some  discretion  with  street  beg¬ 
gars  and, supporting  the  city  mission,  send 
them  there  for  aid  they  would  certainly 
serve  themselves  and  the  public.  It  is  a 
home  charity;  ail  expenditures  are  made 
at  home;  it  is  a  work  of  charity,  temper 
ance  and  religion.  The  missionary  goes 
to  the  poor  and  hungry  with  food  and  the 
gospel  of  lile.  He  related  an  anecdote  or 
two  chaplains  during  the  war,  one  o* 
whom  gave  to  a  suffering  soldiei  whose 
feet  had  been  injured,  a  tract  on  the  sinful, 
ness  of  dancing,  while  the  other  shared 
his  rations  with  a  soldier  on  the  march 
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thereby  gaining  his  'confidence.  As  long 
as  mankind  are  not  on  the  same  level  so 
long  must  those  who  have,  give  of  their 
bounty  to  those  who  have  not  or  have  lit 
tie.  A  dollar  spent  in  bridging  tempora¬ 
ry  deprivations  may  often  be  the  means 
of  keeping  persons  from  the  almshouses 
and  jails.  If  a  citizen  was  told  that  Law¬ 
rence  was  a  five  cent  city  he  would  be  in¬ 
dignant, yet  it  is  little  less  than  a  three  cent 
city.  Last  year  the  residents  con¬ 
tributed  a  little  less  than  three 
cents  apiece  in  the  support  of  the  mission. 
This  was  not  as  much  as  it  should  be  and 
he  hoped  that  the  contributions  would  in¬ 
crease  this  year.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
new  method  of  collecting  funds  had  not 
promised  thus  far  to  increase  the  contri¬ 
tion  as  much  as  he  had  hoped  for.  He 
hoped  to  see  before  many  years  a  city  hos¬ 
pital  in  connection  with  the  mission,  and 
spoke  with  reference  to  the  pressing  need 
of  a  horse  and  carriage  for  the  city  mis¬ 
sionary.  Some  peopie  say  that  they  can¬ 
not  afford  to  contribute  to  the  mission. 


There  are  in  this  city  6000  people  who  oc¬ 
casionally  attend  some  kind  of  an  enter¬ 
tainment  during  the  year  and  pay  on  an 
average  25  cents.  How  many  could  eas¬ 
ily  devote  this  to  the  mission.  Of  the 
male  adult  population  there  are  8000  who 
smoke  cigars  the  average  cost  of  which  is 
six  cents.  They  could  economise  in  this 
direction  and  devote  to  the  mission  the 
small  amounts  thus  saved.  Our  circum¬ 
stances  in  life  are  changing.  There  are 
poor  now  who  may  in  the  next  generation 
be  weil-to-do  and  in  the  succeeding  gene¬ 
ration  rich.  We  should  give  now  as  gen¬ 
erously  as  we  should  wish  to  have  our 
children  or  children’s  children  ministered 
to  if  want  came  to  them. 

Rev.  Mr.  McAyeal,  pastor  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  was  next  introduced.  He 
said : 

The  Lawrence  city  mission  that  has  al¬ 
ways  recognized  amongst  men  a  law  of  in¬ 
ter-dependence,  and  in  its  work  affords  an 
opportunity  for  those  who  possess  a  com¬ 
petence  to  extend  the  hand  of  pity  and 
help  to  those  who  are  in  need,  and  by  the 
practical  assurance  of  a  beneficent  regard 
for  their  interests,  arouse  in  them  a  sense 
of  gratitude  aud  self  respect.  The  work 
is  eminently  noble  and  Christ-like,  and 
fraught  with  blessings  to  the  giver  as  well 
as  to  the  recipient.  It  brings  the  sun¬ 
light  of  heaven’s  approval  and  benedic¬ 
tion  to  all,  whilst  it  tends  at  the  same 
time  to  bind  society  together  in  bonds 
mightier  than  all  written  laws  or  statutes. 

I  have  said  that  all  parties  are  blessed. 
Yet  we  now  say  that  the  giver  is  especial¬ 
ly  blessed.  Strange  as  the  philosophy 
may  seem  it  is  nevertheless  true.  The 
Great  Teacher  lias  said,  “It  is  more  bles¬ 
sed  to  give  than  to  receive.”  This  is  hea¬ 
ven’s  philosophy.  “God  over  all,  and  is 
blessed  forever,”  and  who  declares  him¬ 
self  to  be  “dove,”  exemplifies  the  se¬ 
rene  and  unalloyed  happiness  of  his  being 
by  giving.  “He  causes  his  sun  to  shine 
on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sends  his 
rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust.” 

I  read  an  incident  recently  of  a  wealthy 
lady  who  applied  to  her  physician  for  a 
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remedy  for  a  feeling  of  depression  that 
was  rendering  her  life  wretched.  After 
examining  the  case  carefully  he  gave  her 
a  slip  ot  paper  containing  a  written  pre¬ 
scription  and  departed.  Upon  examining 
the  paper  she  found  to  her  surprise  these 
words,  “Do  something  for  somebody.” 
She  took  the  hint  and  the  next  day  went 
out  amongst  the  poor.  She  found  a  wid¬ 
ow  with  several  children  about  her  in 
great  need.  Returning  home  she  tilled  a 
basket  with  needed  supplies  and  carried  it‘ 
to  the  suffering  family.  Her  lassitude 
and  weariness  were  forgotten  and  heart 
was  tilled  with  gratitude  and  joy.  She 
learned  what  Jesus  meant  when  he  said, 
“ whosoever  shall  give  a  drink  unto  one 
of  these  little  ones,  shall  in  no  wise  lose 
his  leward.”  A  tew  evenings  ago  I  was 
in  the  mission  rooms  and  in  conversation 
with  the  city  missionary  learned  the  fol¬ 
lowing  incident :  A  lady  of  culture  came 
into  the  mission  rooms  one  afternoon  and 
in  answer  to  the  ordinary  inquiry  con¬ 
cerning  health,  said  that  she  was  not 
feeling  as  well  as  usual  and  concluded  to 
come  to  the  rooms  to  see  the  poor  who 
c  me  there  for  aid.  The  first  applicant 
was  a  case  of  real  destitution.  She  listen¬ 
ed  carefully  to  the  story.  Her  heart  was 
touched  and  taking  from  her  pocket-book 
a  bill  and  handing  it  to  the  missionary, 
said,  “there  is  two  dollars  for  that  case.” 
She  listened  to  the  stories  ot  others  and 
contributed  as  each  seemed  to  deserve. 
When  leaving  she  said,  “I  am  glad  I  came, 
1  feel  much  better  now.”  Whilst  her 
sympathies  were  going  out  to  the  poor, 
God  was  pouring  tne  sunshine  of  peace 
and  joy  into  her  soul.  It  is  ever  so.  Be¬ 
nevolence  is  the  source  of  happiness — the 
perennial  fountain  ofjoy  within  the  heart. 
We  are  wont  to  pity  the  city  missionary 
because  his  work  is  hard  and  often  per¬ 
plexing.  He  is  the  happiest  man  in  Law¬ 
rence!  His  only  trouble  and  perplexity 
are  found  in  the  fact  of  there  being  so  lit¬ 
tle  to  give.  His  work  is  hard  and  ex¬ 
hausting.  it  is  true.  But  I  am  sure  he  ex¬ 
periences  the  fulfilment  of  the  Father’s 
promise  “as  thy  day  is  so  shall  thy 


strength  be.”  When  invited  to  come  to 
Lawrence,  a  little  over  a  year  ago  I  of 
course  made  enquiries  concerning  the 
place,  the  people,  the  churches,  etc..  Rev. 
Mr.  Pillsbury  of  the  M..  E.  chnrch 
was  my  neighbor,  and  having  lived  in 
Lawrence,  amongst  other  things  informed 
me  of  the  city  mission  and  the  city  mis¬ 
sionary.  After  my  arrival,  and  when  I 
had  got  settled  down  to  work,  I  looked 
around  for  the  city  missionary,  knowing  I 
could  easily  get  acquainted  with  him.  One 
cold  day  as  I  was  passing  up  Lowell  street 
I  met  him.  I  had  never  seen  him  before, 
but  the  moment  my  eyes  rested  upon  him 
I  knew  that  was  the  man.  I  saw  the  light 
of  happiness  shining  out  all  over  his  face. 
It  was  the  light  of  a  Saviour’s  love,  kin¬ 
dled  ever  anon  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick^ 
and  in  the  homes  of  the  poor.  It  we  want 

to  be  happy  let  us  be  kind  to  the  poor. 
Let  us  “do  something  for  somebody.”  If 
we  want  to  be  happy  let  us  do  something 
tonight,  our  sleep  will  be  all  the  more  re¬ 
freshing.  If  we  want  to  be  happy  to¬ 
morrow  and  in  all  the  future,  and  in  the 
day  of  final  reckoning,  let  us  do  something 
for  Christ  in  the  person  of  his  poor.  He 
will  then  say  to  us,  “Inasmuch  as  ye  did 
it  to  the  least  of  these  ye  did  it  unto  me ; 
enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mc- 
Ayeal’s  address,  president  Hood  announc¬ 
ed  that  he  had  received  during  the  meet¬ 
ing  a  voucher  from  a  gentleman  in  the 
audience  for  $10  to  be  devoted  towards 
the  purchase  of  a  horse  and  carriage  for 
the  use  of  the  city  missionary  as  suggest¬ 
ed  by  Major  Merrill.  A  collection  was 
taken  up  for  the  same  object  a(nd  over  $20 
was  collected.  The  individual  subscrip¬ 
tions  amounted  to  $55. 00, viz: 


Rev.  William  Lawrence, 

$10  00 

George  S.  Merrill,  * 

5  00 

Dr.  Chamberlain, 

5  00 

Rev.  J.  Barrows, 

5  00 

Rev.  A.  E.  White, 

5  00 

Dr.  A.  J.  French, 

5  00 

Bvron  True.ll, 

5  00 

Mayor  Simpson, 

5  00 

Dr.  Howland, 

5  00 

E.  H.  Dickie, 

5  00 

Total, 

55  00 

After  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  “Make  us 
thy  messengers”  and  the  doxology,  ben¬ 
ediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  John  H. 
Barrows  and  the  audience  was  dismissed* 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

- OF  THE - 

TREASURER  OF  THE  LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


SALARY  FUND. 


Balance  from  old  account . $274  00 

Received  from  Pacific  mills .  363  75 

Washington  mills . 247  50 

Pemberton  mills .  67  50 

Essex  company .  150  00 

Everett  mills .  105  00 

Duck  mills . . . 45  00 

Arlington  mills .  75  00 

Lawrence  woolen  company ....  22  50 

E.  pavis  &  Son .  10  00 

'  Russell  paper  company .  20  00 

Butler  &  Robinson .  10  00 

Atlantic  cotton  mills .  150  00 

'  Stanley  &  co .  15  oo 

/  T  A  Emmons .  5  00 

Lawrence  gas  company .  25  oo 

- $1585  25 

Paid  city  missionary’s  salary......  1300  00 


Balance  to  new  account .  $285  25 

BAND  OF  HOPE  FUND. 

Balance  from  old  account .  $28  47 

Received  from  error  in  gas  bill .  10  20 

Error  in  land  rent . .  6  00 

Sale  of  badges .  50 

American  tract  society .  4  00 

City  ball  exhibition .  169  19 

R.  M.  Cross  &  Co.,  bill .  l  25 

Henry  Barton,  bill .  14  31 

Rent  of  hall .  92  50 

Subscriptions  for  repairs .  5100 

Friend .  1  00 

J.  D.  Glidden .  1  00 

Mr.  Lang .  1  00 

Elvira  Irish .  10  oo 

H.  F.  Chandler .  1  00 

James  A.  Treat .  5  00 

E.  L,  Chapman . 5  00 

E.  P.  Poor .  1  oo 

M.  Knowles .  2  00 

Dr.  A.  Ordway .  2  00 

L.  Beach,  jr .  5  00 

L.  Ladd .  2  oo 

Mr.  Stewart .  1  oo 

A  R  Glidden .  1  00 

Mr.  Stannard^ .  l  00 

G  E  Hood .  1  00 

E  M  Mooers .  2  00 

Rev  Wm  Lawrence .  10  00 

Lawrence  lumber  company....  3  36 

-  $432  78 

Paid  for  insurance  policy .  18  oo 

Land  rent . 72  00 

Expenses  of  exhibition .  30  80 

Black-board . .  13  95 

Repairs  on  building .  298  73 

E  W  Wright .  8  00 

J  S  Cross .  5  70 

H  Barton .  14  31 

C  K  Say  ward..., .  15  00 

for  gas,  fuel,  janitor,  etc .  65  56 

-  $542  05 


109  27 


RELIEF  FUND. 


Cash  on  hand  Oct.  1st,  1878 .  15  40 

Received  from  city  of  Lawrence. . . .  2  65 

Lawrence  street  Cong,  church.  230  00 

Presbyterian  church .  18  05 

Parker  street  M  E  church .  4  75 

German  Presoyteria.n .  13  72 

Central  Congregational  church.  118  56 

Free  Baptist  church .  42  24 

Unitarian  church .  81  60 

Universalist  church .  26  00 

Trinity  M  E  church .  1  00 

Riverside  Evangelical  church..  9  08 
Hciiot  Congregational  church..  73  03 

Tower  hill  Cong,  church .  4  05 

Haverhill  street  M  E  church. ...  72  00 
South  Congregational  church..  18  39 

Second  Baptist  church .  30  68 

Grace  Episcopal  church .  85  00 

First  Baptist  church .  43  00 

Garden  street  M.  E.  church _  43  50 

Mrs  Hiram  F  Mills . io  00 

Etta  Knowles,  special .  l  00 

Miss  LAP . 2  00 

Cash . l  oo 

E  P  Poor .  io  oo 

Mr  and  Mrs  Wm  Somerville. . . .  15  00 

S  A  Jewett,  special  case .  2  oo 

Mrs  John  Stowe .  5  00 

J  C  Dow .  5  00 

A  friend.  Rev  W  L . : .  25  00 

Mrs  M  P  Merrill .  5  00 

A  friend .  50 

E  J  Sherman . .  10  00 

Mrs  Higginbottom,. . . .  2  00 

E  Somerby .  50 

Common  council  fines .  22  80 

Mrs  J  c  Sanborn .  5  00 

A  friend .  50 

A  friend,  special .  3  00 

A  friend,  special .  3  00 

People  of  Plymouth,  for  Mrs.  C. 

T.  Coffin .  22  00 

Operatives  of  New  Pacific .  1110 

David  Johnston .  10  00 

A  friend .  75 

Mrs  H  Rogers,  rent .  4  00 

Money  found .  1  57 


Paid  disbursements  from  Oct  1st, 

1878,  to  Oct  1st,  1879,  among 

needy .  1202  26 


Deficiency  of . .  91  83 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Lawrence,  Nov  1st,  1879. 

I  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  for  the 
year  ending  Oct  1st,  1879,  and  find  the  same  cor¬ 
rect  with  vouchers. 

Geo  A  Fuller,  Auditor. 


Deficiency  of 


